


Perold Architects (Pty) Ltd was founded in 2017 in Cape Town by professional architect, Maretha Perold. After 10 years in 
the industry as project architect for various Cape Town based firms, Maretha built up a diverse portfolio of projects including 
infrastructure, healthcare, corporate and mixed-use buildings, multi-unit residential and bespoke homes. The extent of these 
projects ranged from new-built, to alterations and refurbishments, heritage work, interior fit-outs, feasibility studies and urban 
regeneration proposals.

The Practice’s design philosophy is rooted in a contemporary, contextually responsive approach. The four matrices of architecture 
– form, function, technology and context – form the basis of each design to ensure a unified and holistic resolution. These 
principles are further enhanced and overlaid with appropriate responses to current social, cultural, economic and environmental 
aspects to create designs with purpose, presence and permanence.

We promote and appreciate the value of running projects from initiation to completion as it empowers the universal approach 
and physical quality of a project – which we highly regard. It also enables us to draw design concepts and detailing through the 
creation: from exteriors, to interiors, furnishings and landscaping. We take great time and interest to research and find materials 
and technology to best refine and complete the design.

The Practice believes that close collaboration with clients and consultants is essential to successfully bring a project to fruition: 
a successful project does not only meet aesthetic and functional requirements, but also regulatory, construction, cost and time 
constraints. Therefore Perold Architects applies a refined set of management skills and rational strategic thinking to ensure delivery 
of exceptional end-products that are both poetic and pragmatic.

We are also passionate about contributing to academic life. By tutoring students at UCT’s School of Architecture we aim to 
bridge the gap between theory and practice while assisting young architects on their path to professional excellence.
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M Arch (Prof), University of Pretoria, 2009
B Arch (Hons), University of Pretoria, 2007
B Tech (Applied Design), Cape Peninsula University of Technology, 2006 
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Through renovation and re-imagination, a 
beautiful, but run-down, 1930’s heritage 
building had to be transformed into an 
upmarket Dementia Care Facility. The 
design had to be sensitive and practical to 
compliment the purpose as a health facility, 
but also the heritage value of the building. 
Internally, the original architectural features 
were preserved and emphasized against a 
more contemporary language. The utilitarian 
design was enhanced by customised furniture 
and furnishings that created a tranquil and 
luxurious environment. The calm, neutral 
palette ties the interior together while 
allowing opportunities for personalisation. 
A glass atrium introduces natural light into 
the heart of the building and visual continuity 
between the administrative stations on the 
two levels. The recreational areas were 
extended outwards to secure terraces and 
patios, offering breath-taking views over the 
city and a closeness to nature.

LOCATION
Vredehoek, Cape Town
CLIENT
Nazareth House South Africa
STATUS
Completed - 2017
ROLE
Project Architect & Interior Decorator

THE VILLA @
NAZARETH 
HOUSE

s e l e c t e d  p r o j e c t

f o r

DESIGNLINE ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS



The Mechanical Engineering Department 
used to occupy the historic ‘White Building’ 
at Transnet Engineering’s Salt River plant. 
Over years services migrated across 
the plant, leaving the building mostly 
unoccupied. The brief was to integrate the 
scattered administrative departments into one 
hub, serving as the Cape Town Head Office 
for the company. The design was driven 
by restoring the building to its former glory 
and the addition of new essential elements 
in a contemporary language. The interior 
spaces were opened up to accommodate 
the various departments with the ground floor 
serving as communal areas. Similar to the 
new additions, the interiors portray a fresh, 
contemporary look with an industrial slant 
reflective of the rail engineering industry.

LOCATION
Salt River, Cape Town
 CLIENT
Transnet Engineering
STATUS
Completed - 2016
ROLE
Project Architect 
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GALLAGHER LOURENS ARCHITECTS



Phase 1A of the Bus / Integrated Rapid 
Transit System of the City of Cape Town 
required three bus depots. Sites in Du Noon, 
Atlantis and Cape Town Centre were 
identified for these developments. Each site 
had unique conditions and challenges but 
had to comply with the operational brief, 
which included facilities for administration, 
refuelling, external and internal cleaning 
of buses, mechanical inspection and 
maintenance, as well as a secure staging 
area. The depots are industrial by nature and 
therefore a robust material palette of metal 
roof sheeting, face bricks and off-shutter 
concrete were used. These elements were 
modified as necessary to suit each building’s 
function, location, orientation and privacy 
grading. Buildings’ shapes and positioning 
were also adapted to suit the prescribed flow 
of the operations while creating street edges 
and urban interfaces specific to each site 
and its surrounds.

LOCATION
Du Noon, Atlantis & Cape Town City Centre
CLIENT
City of Cape Town TCT (Transport for CT)
STATUS
Completed - 2015
ROLE
Project Architect & Assistant Architect

MYCITI BUS
DEPOTS
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GALLAGHER LOURENS ARCHITECTS



The proposal was for a bungy tower in the 
V&A Waterfront – an adrenalin-pumping 
tourist attraction with a viewing deck offering 
spectacular views. The concept was rooted 
in the beginnings of bungy: triangulated 
and braced structures tapered up towards 
the highlight: the jump. Overlaid with this 
were ideas about the total experience – 
the journey, the views, the anticipation. 
Whether one jumps, lingers or observes, 
the experience had to be memorable. 
The common denominator throughout was 
‘movement’ and the cladded staircase 
emphasized this idea as the ribbon that 
threads through the structure – starting as 
the ramp, morphing into the balustrade and 
ending up as the jumping platform itself. The 
technology employed in the cladding of the 
staircase portrayed movement and evoked 
a sense of lightness, containment and flight, 
while making references to construction 
techniques found in the marine industry.

LOCATION
V&A Waterfront, Cape Town
STATUS
Invited Competition Proposal - 2016
ROLE
Concept Architect & Presentation Designer
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GALLAGHER LOURENS ARCHITECTS



This new healthcare centre is an integration 
and upgrade of existing facilities in and 
around Hermanus and provides a much 
needed out-patient service to the people of 
the area. The clinic offers acute and chronic 
care, mother and child services, infectious 
diseases care, oral healthcare, physical 
rehabilitation and a pharmacy. The design 
was essentially inspired by a consideration 
of people’s experience of public waiting 
areas and therefore a variety of these spaces 
were organised along a central circulation 
spine with clear spatial progression and 
hierarchy. Views and access to secure, 
green courtyards enhance the waiting 
spaces and add natural light and ventilation 
to the interiors of the clinic. The building’s 
scale reflects the finer urban footprint of the 
surrounding township while the plastered 
brick walls and metal roofs make abstract 
references to the vernacular of the area.

LOCATION
Zwelihle, Hermanus
CLIENT
Western Cape Department of Transport and 
Public Works and Department of Health
STATUS
Completed - 2014
ROLE
Assistant Architect 

HERMANUS
COMMUNITY
DAY CENTRE

s e l e c t e d  p r o j e c t

f o r

GALLAGHER LOURENS ARCHITECTS



In the town of Van Rhynsdorp, a beautiful 
heritage building forms the heart of a new 
correctional and rehabilitation facility. The 
new prison complex consists of facilities for 
both male and female inmates, for medical, 
educational, visitors, catering, administrative 
and staff services, as well as a sustainable 
agricultural component. Sustainability was 
key in this design: solar power, rainwater 
harvesting and greywater recycling were 
included, shading devices and roof over-
hangs added protection against solar heat 
gain, the material palette allowed for local 
sourcing and the landscaping incorporated 
the natural vegetation of the area. The 
architectural language reflects the town’s 
vernacular and the colour scheme is inspired 
by that of the surrounding landscape. Scale 
and detailing define the spatial hierarchy 
and respectfully merge the old and new 
components of the site.

LOCATION
Van Rhynsdorp
CLIENT
Western Cape Department of Transport 
and Public Works and Department of 
Correctional Services
STATUS
Completed - 2013
ROLE
Assistant Project Architect
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MLB ARCHITECTS



The client wanted to develop upmarket 
residential units on a sloped site in 
Higgovale. The design had to be trendy and 
contemporary, optimising the spectacular 
views and mountainous location of the site. 
Four duplex units comprise the development, 
each compact enough to fit together on 
the small site, yet uncompromising on the 
elements essential to high-end residential: 
each unit includes two basement parkings, a 
storeroom, spacious lounge/dining area with 
open-plan kitchen and scullery, a guest toilet, 
three bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms 
and a private deck terrace with rim-flow 
swimming pool. The architectural language 
is fine-grained and respectful towards both 
the context and the privacy of residents, with 
textures, shading and screening devices 
refining the elevations. The strategic sizing 
and placements of windows allow nature to 
visually flow through the interiors, which were 
kept neutral, yet luxurious.

LOCATION
Higgovale, Cape Town
CLIENT
Faircape
STATUS
Completed - 2004
ROLE
Architectural Technologist

HIGGO 10
s e l e c t e d  p r o j e c t

f o r

MLB ARCHITECTS



This spacious, existing house did not make 
optimal use of its location, views and 
orientation. The clients’ wished to create a 
more contemporary, open-plan living space 
that extends into the garden to bring the 
beautiful outdoors inside. 
The heart of the home (kitchen, dining room 
and lounge) was opened up and linked 
to the newly added entertainment room. 
This created an axis of light and views 
through the centre of the house. The new 
entertainment room was flanked by two new 
sheltered and shaded patios - outdoor rooms 
for year round outdoor living. 
The original material palette and language 
of the house were respected throughout the 
refurbishment, with additions and alterations 
seamlessly tying into the existing to ensure a 
cohesive end-result. 
The clients’ preferences in style and decor 
further guided the design to achieve a home 
they truely feel comfortable in.

LOCATION
Constantia Hills, Cape Town
CLIENT
Todd
STATUS
Completed - 2018
ROLE
Project Architect & Principal Agent

HOUSE 
CONSTANTIA HILLS
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PEROLD ARCHITECTS



Located within a Sectional Title Scheme, 
this apartment left few possibilities for 
facade changes. Inside however, free 
reign was given to open up the small, 
compartmentalised spaces and modernise 
the aesthetics.
The interiors were gutted completely, apart 
from a few structural elements which were 
dividing the interior spaces in an impractical 
way, leaving large pockets of under-utilised 
space. By identifying the service and served 
spaces, the boundaries of the living areas 
were extended. Previous ‘dead’ spaces were 
utilised for storage and circulation, freeing 
the living areas of clutter and congestion. 
A light, neutral colour palette was used, 
together with minimalistic detailing and clean 
lines to emphasise the sense of spaciousness. 
Through clever utilisation of space, the 
apartment gained all the luxuries of a stand-
alone 3-bedroom house.

LOCATION
Zonnebloem, Cape Town
CLIENT
Nel
STATUS
Completed - 2019
ROLE
Project Architect & Principal Agent

HOUSE 
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PEROLD ARCHITECTS



The main focus of this refurbishment project 
was to create a comfortable, accessible 
and practical outdoor area - a transitional 
space between the house, lush garden and 
sparkling pool.
Firstly, access points from the internal 
living spaces to the outdoor area were 
implemented. This also improved the light 
into the living spaces and the views outwards 
onto the garden. 
Secondly, terraces were created as platforms 
to host specific outdoor activities. The 
flexibility, materiality and shading of each 
of these platforms were carefully considered 
with regards to its function. 
Thirdly, the organic shape of the existing 
landscaping was replaced with straight 
lines and square proportions to simplify and 
optimise the spaces. 
Lastly a palette of robust, authentic materials 
were selected to increase durability of the 
spaces and reduce maintenance.

HOUSE 
DURBANVILLE

s e l e c t e d  p r o j e c t

LOCATION
Durbanville, Cape Town
CLIENT
Bester
STATUS
In progress
ROLE
Project Architect & Principal Agent

f o r

PEROLD ARCHITECTS



In the hip and happening Harrington Street, 
another relic is being resuscitated into an 
upmarket, green and sustainable hub of 
city-living, co-working, socialising and global 
dining experiences.
The existing 4-storey building provided a 
restrictive canvas to build on: street facades 
had to be retained and the existing structure 
had to be replaced to accommodate the 
new 7-storey add-on. 
The result is an eclectic mix of modern 
utilitarian, contemporary contextual and 
authentically natural. The new mixed-use 
building will host street-level retail space; 
restaurants; micro, medium and luxurious 
penthouse apartments; co-working spaces 
and roof terraces. 
The use of hemp and timber throughout 
the building, together with passive thermal 
comfort design strategies, push the 
boundaries of timber and green buildings in 
South Africa.

LOCATION
Harrington Street, Cape Town
CLIENT
Shiro Capital
STATUS
In progress
ROLE
Project Architect & Principal Agent

84H
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WOLF + WOLF ARCHITECTS



TESTIMONIALS
“I have been fortunate enough 
to work with Perold Architects on 
more than one occasion and I am 
always struck by their dedication and 
commitment to truly understanding the 
needs of us as the client. Maretha 
is simply one of those people that, 
when she is involved, you have 
complete peace of mind.”

-  WERNER LAUBSCHER
  CEO, Nazareth House

“Running a R300m project as 
principal agent’s representative 
meant considerable exposure… those 
challenges surely turned into huge 
stepping stones for her career, in 
becoming a well-rounded architect. I 
have no hesitation in recommending 
Maretha to prospective clients, as a 
talented, hard-working, experienced 
architect who is also a pleasure to 
work with.”

-  XICO MEIRELLES
  Director,  MLB Archi tec ts

“It was fantastic working with 
Maretha on our extension and 
renovation, she brought her creative 
flare and mixed it perfectly with our 
(often changing) ideas. We also 
really appreciated her attention 
to detail and her ability to hold 
contractors accountable to her plans, 
which ensured the process was mostly 
stress-free and a result that exceeded 
our expectations. Thank you, we love 
our new home.”

-  CRAIG & SANDRA TODD
  Owners,  House Constant ia Hi l l s
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